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The Law of Fire Insurance. By George A. Clement of the New 
York Bar, Editor of the New York Annotated Code of Civil 
Procedure and Fire Insurance Digest. In Two Volumes. Baker, 
Voorhis & Company, New York. 1905. $12.00, net. 

Following the distinction made by the courts concerning the con- 
ditions of a contract of fire insurance, Mr. Clement has discussed in 
his first volume those conditions which become operative in the event 
of fire upon the theory or assumption of a valid contract, and in the 
second volume those conditions which declare the contract to be 
void upon the happening of specified events. The book is very differ- 
ent in its plan and arrangement from any other work of which we 
know. The author appears to us to have successfully undertaken 
the task of reducing the law of the subject to a series of concise 
and logical rules. The style of the work is analytical, and its state- 
ments upon the law of a given subject are readily accessible. One of 
the most valuable features of the work is its analysis and comparison 
of the various standard forms. We are surprised to learn that so 
many of the States prescribe the exact form in which the contract 
of insurance shall be issued. The author's collection of the various 
statutory provisions on the subject of fire insurance is exceedingly 
useful and brings to light the fact that Virginia has put comparatively 
few restrictions on the business. The Virginia legislator would 
do well to study the statutes of other states governing this most 
important subject. 



Centralization and the Law. Scientific Legal Education. An illus- 
tration. With an introduction by Melville M. Bigelow, Dean of 
the Boston University Law School. Little, Brown & Company, 
Boston: 1906. 

This is a collection of learned lectures delivered by the faculty of 
the Boston University Law School. It is explained in the preface 
that the lectures turn on three words, Equality, Inequality, and Ad- 
ministration; the first as the dominant force in American life during 
the late 'classical' period of the law; the second as representing the 
present condition of society; the third as the supreme aim of legal 
and of all education intended to fit men to engage in the affairs of 
the day. The subjects of the lectures contained in the book and 
the names of the lecturers are as follows: The Extension of Legal 
Education, by Melville M. Bigelow; Nature of Law: Methods and 
Aim of Legal Education, by Brooks Adams; Law under Inequality: 
Monopoly, by Brooks Adams; Law under Equality or Inequality 
Defined, by Melville M. Bigelow; Scientific Method in Law, by Mel- 
ville M. Bigelow; Law as an Applied Science, by Edward A. Harri- 
man; An Object-Lesson in Extension; Rate-Making, by Henry S. 
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Haines. The student of the law will find in this book much food 
for thought. The lecturers are evidently men of ability. They re- 
flect great credit on the institution which they represent. 



A Treatise on American Citizenship. By John S. Wise, of the 
New York Bar. Edward Thompson Company, Northport, Long 
Island, New York. 1906. 

This is the first of a series of handy volumes dealing with impor- 
tant branches of constitutional law to be issued by the well-known 
publishers, The Edward Thompson Company. The publishers an- 
nounce that these volumes will be written by lawyers of recognized 
distinction, especially fitted to deal with the subjects treated in their 
respective works. The plan is to issue about two or three volumes 
each year. Each volume will constitute an independent work. It 
is impossible for John S. Wise to write an uninteresting book. In 
fact Mr. Wise himself is an interesting character and all he says and 
does sparkles with interest. It may be justly said that he is un- 
usually well fitted for writing on the subject of citizenship, for his 
lot has been thrown where questions of the rights of citizenship 
arose "thick and fast," and Mr. Wise took no inactive part in the 
solution of these questions. He treats his subject under the follow-' 
ing chapter heads: Of Citizenship Generally; How American Citizen- 
ship May Be Acquired; Of the Obligations and Duties of the Citizens 
to the Nation and the State; Of the Rights, Privileges, and Immuni- 
ties of the Citizen; Privileges and Immunities under the War Amend- 
ments; Of the Protection of Citizens Abroad; Of Expatriation, 
Aliens, and Who May Not Become Citizens. 



Jurisprudence, Law and Ethics. Professional Ethics. By Edgar B. 
Kinkead, M. A., Professor of Law, Ohio State University, Author 
of works on "Torts," "Code Pleading," "Practice," "Probate 
Law." The Banks Law Publishing Company, 21 Murray Street, 
New York. 1905. 

This is a most interesting collection of lectures intended originally 
for class-room use. The purpose is to develop and discuss pri- 
mary and elementary principals; but lawyers will find a perusal of 
these pages both interesting and useful. Lawyers after obtaining 
their degree and beginning the practice of law usually become so 
engrossed in their professional duties that they too infrequently re- 
fer to fundamental principals, which in the whirl of active life they 
are often prone to overlook. All of the lectures are full of interest, 
but the one which appeals to us most is Mr. Kinkead's discussion of 
professional ethics. The subjects of the various lectures are as fol- 
lows: Jurisprudence; Historical Jurisprudence; Comparison of the 
Sciences; Abstract Jurisprudence; Legislation; Concrete Jurispru- 
dence; Legal Ethics. 



